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Members of the Texas Water Development Board are required to have the proposed 
2012 Texas Water Plan in the hands of the Legislature by Jan. 5. 
 
They barely made it!  
 
It was approved in December — at their last scheduled meeting of the year.  
 
Done while working against the backdrop of the worst single-year drought on record, 
city water systems going dry, “first call” filings at an all-time high — they sent forward a 
proposed plan that has a hefty price tag. The estimated cost of the proposed 2012 plan 
is $53 billion.  
 
All of this brought back memories of books I had read and plans I had seen that 
emanated from the drought of the ’50s. 
 
“In response to the drought of record of the 1950s, Texas embarked on a significant 
program of reservoir construction,” according to the Texas Water Development Board. 
 
“In 1950, Texas had about 60 major reservoirs. By 1980, the state had 179 major 
reservoirs. 
 
“Texas currently has 188 major water supply reservoirs.”  
 
All of this and more can be found at www.twdb.state.tx.us/wrpi/swp/draft.asp. 
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Also contained in the 2012 plan is an item further reminiscence of the ’50s — Issue 3.  
 
“Issue 3: Interbasin Transfers Of Surface Water: 15 recommended water management 
strategies which would rely on an interbasin transfer. ...” 
 
In the 1968 Texas Water Development Board Plan, a coastal canal was proposed as a 
means of meeting the state’s water needs to the year 2020. 
 
“The Coastal Canal would extend approximately 600 kilometers southwestward from the 
Sabine River on the eastern edge of Texas to the southern tip of the state,” Charles 
Greer, of Indiana University, wrote in “The Texas Water System: Implications for 
Environmental Assessment in Planning for Interbasin Water Transfers.” “It would 
intersect the rivers that drain into the Gulf of Mexico.” 
 
One has to wonder what effect such a system could have on freshwater inflow to the 
coastal bays and estuaries. For those of us down here at the end of the aquatic serving 
line, this would most certainly be a true cost of water. 
 
During the time all this was going on, John Graves started out by canoe from Possum 
Kingdom Reservoir. This was the beginning of his three-week trip down the Brazos 
River. He did this probably for many reasons, but the 13 reservoir dams proposed to be 
built on the Brazos was one of them.  
 
From that trip came his book “Goodbye to a River.” 
 
Graves wanted to visit places on the river he frequented in the days of his youth, to 
recall the memories associated with those places before they received their watery 
burial.  
 
The 2012 plan includes a recommendation to develop 26 major reservoirs.  
 
You just have to wonder how much and how many stretches of the state’s rivers and 
streams will have to be said goodbye to if this is done. And there are those of us who, 
like John Graves, see such losses as part of the true cost of water. 
 
Surely there are alternatives. 
 
Tom Linton teaches at Texas A&M University at Galveston and is a frequent contributor 
to The Daily News. He’s writing a series on columns about where Galveston County 
residents get their water.  

 


